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when war breaks out. If we can also prove our willingness and ability
to fight, our disabilities may possibly disappear* But whether these are
removed or not, we Indians in South Africa ought to hold ourselves in
readiness to share in the adversity that might befall Natal or any other
part of South Africa. If we fail to do so, we shall be found wanting
to that extent.

There is rumour of a revolt in Swaziland, The Natal Government
has ordered huge quantities of ammunition. All this goes to show that
the Natal rebellion will last many more days. And if it spreads further,
it might affect the whole of South Africa. This time help from the
Transvaal has already reached Natal.1 The Cape has promised aid, and
an offer has been made by England also. If we keep aloof at such a
time, it is bound to create a bad impression about us. It is necessary
for every Indian to consider this matter very seriously.
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327. THE EXAMPLE OF MOMBASA

Two more issues of the newspaper published in Mombasa have been
received, which show that the Indians there are determined to do all
that is necessary to secure their rights. Their example deserves to be
followed by us all. We wish the Indians of Mombasa success.

From the subsequent issues of the paper, one learns that the appa-
rent misunderstanding at the meeting about South Africa was due really
to incorrect reporting.2 The Indians there know quite well that we in
South Africa do not enjoy the same rights as the whites do. But the
more important thing one finds is what the Editor of the journal him-
self points out. He says that there is no unity among the Indians and
that they will not succeed in securing their rights as long as it is not
achieved. There are many factions amongst them. If the Commissioner
wants any information about the whites, he can immediately find a white
person to speak for all of them; but when the Commissioner desires to
know anything about Indians, he has to invite half a dozen men of dif-
ferent communities. This is indeed unfortunate, if true. As we all come
from the same country, we should forget that we belong to different
communities. So long as we do not bear this in mind, we can never
be rid of our hardships.
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1  Vide "The Natal Rebellion", pp. 281-2.
2 Vide "The Meeting at Mombasa", pp. 296-7.